Baker Historic Neighborhood Association General Meeting

Minutes from Meeting July 13, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:33pm with 21 in attendance.

Police update: They have been focusing on the transients in the park. They’ve caught a few burglars in the area and are focusing again on traffic violations in the new patterns just east of the neighborhood. Doug asked about alcohol in parks, and you’re allowed 3.2 beer in a can, and it must be within 50 feet of the park. They’d be happy to bring items for the kids at the ice cream social in August. They are monitoring graffiti in the neighborhood still.

Introductions were made and one resident discussed a language program going on at the church.

Minutes from June 8 meeting were read and Al made a motion to approve as written. They were unanimously passed.

Treasurer’s report: 

The cash flow summary was available for pickup.  We have $4897.41 in bank at end of June. 

INC Report: 

Al gave update on last INC meeting. The Budget Director gave them overview of city’s budget. They will likely be giving a survey for people’s priorities on where money should be sent.  Info on the survey will be passed on for dissemination.

FYI: Only 40% of city’s revenue comes from sales tax (years ago it was 60%). Progress report on Natural History Museum, and many programs are coming in under budget. Dollar Dictionary Program – they will be buying the books this month.  Al will let us know how to help if anyone wants to help distribute at Lincoln or Fairmont.  They distribute about 6600 dictionary/thesauruses to 3rd graders.

Zoning Committee update:

I. We will invite owner of Swift Steak House to discuss her H&R license application

II. Rackhouse Pub has issued an application for a signing variance.  Doug welcomed any discussions/concerns.

III. Zoning order variance related to 150 W. Byers Pl.  Zoning Committee has concluded that they and BHNA do not need to be involved at this time.

IV. Zoning Committee has been working on getting knowledge about parking in neighborhoods.  It has come up that several intersections need to be changed.  One resident emailed the committee that the south end of Bannock/Ellsworth is unsafe, so Doug filed a request at the city’s website, and today heard back from the city that within 4-5 weeks they will put in a 3 way stop. More info on parking will be in the next Baker Bark.

Neighborhood newsletter: Doug invites any feedback or input.  Announced that we’ll change frequency to 6 times per year to coincide with new frequency of general membership meetings.  He invites any volunteers to help write as well.

Doug reminded the group about the change in venue/frequency of meetings.  Meetings will now be held at AB Hirschfeld Towers on the 2nd Tuesdays of odd months.

Ice Cream Social

Richard Parker gave an update on the event.  Most plans are underway, it will take place at 4pm on August 21st at Dailey Park.  It is aimed at children, but adults are invited.  Free ice cream for children with a suggested donation of $1 from adults for theirs (ice cream donated by Sweet Action).  Event may grow as others are wanting to get involved.  Needs: freezers or portable generators, freezer chests/dry ice.  Al and Doug met with Councilwoman Montero and the manager at La Familia.  They committed to printing up 800 color fliers.  Doug asked for volunteers to hand out fliers in early August.  Councilwoman Montero’s office will have the fee waived for use of the park.  City will help with bringing tables/chairs for free.  Will need assistance in having setup/tear down.

Al reminded group that La Familia will be closed for several weeks in August for maintenance.

The Denver Parks rep is willing to help with anything we need in getting it arranged.

Location/frequency of meetings:

Doug reminded the group that we’ll be meeting on 2nd Tuesdays of odd numbered months at the AB Hirschfeld Towers.  The door to enter will not be the front door, but the door to the east of that (double glass doors, and Doug will put up signage). Board meetings will be at 5:30pm and general meetings will be at 6:30pm.  All are welcome to attend Board meetings.  The Towers manager advised to not park on north side of Irvington Pl.  No smoking and no alcohol are allowed. Different rules will have to be observed with regard to refreshments. Paul would like to have meetings more accessible to parents/families, so we’re working with La Familia to provide activities for kids 5-14 during meetings (run by employees of the city).  Two groups: 5-9 year olds, 10-14  year olds.  Two activities will be provided.  Rules: kids should wear tennis shoes. One resident advised putting all of this info in the Bark.  One resident advised bringing it up at the ice cream social.  Doug also had an idea about putting new meeting info on social flyer.  La Familia doesn’t have it in their budget, so we’ve tentatively agreed to provide $3/child.  We will use the general fund and ask for donations as well.  One resident brought up the question of how to reach out to Hispanic families as well.  One resident suggested possibly putting the social into a school newsletter or put flyers there.

One resident spoke about having better signage for meetings.  We welcome residents to put signs out if they’re interested.

Denver School of Science and Technology: 

They currently have a charter school in Stapleton and are expanding.  Byers Junior High School at 150 S. Pearl is of interest to them.  DPS is considering selling the building which met with opposition from the neighborhoods. West Wash Park Neighborhood Assn and BHNA are supporting DSST at that location, though DPS is opposing it.  Adrian Brown will be representing BHNA in this endeavor.

New Business:

Denver Parks and Recreation Update.  New field superintendant, Jill Coffman, requested to come to our meeting.  She oversees about 90 parks in the southern region of Denver.  She is inviting any feedback or questions from residents.  She has heard that Dailey Park development is not funded in 2011.  Current budget is about half what the needs are.  All master plans are available online under the planning menu.  Denvergov.org.  What are some resources she can help us with? Graffiti and trash removal.  311 is a great resource.  Call with any concerns.  One resident expressed need for cigarette butt removal/prevention around bbq pits.  She will look into it and look for a good resolution.  A lot of seniors love the park and wish there were more park benches.  There is no picnic table, and families would like to see at least one or two.  Dailey Park is not at a level to require a restroom.  Participants can use the rec center when it’s open.  The buildings at the park are not restrooms.  Regarding graffiti in the park, she said you can contact her about removal inside the park or 311. One resident mentioned seeing water going during heat of day.  Please call 311 if you see watering during the day.  One resident mentioned that there is a need for port-o-lets as people use their alley as a restroom.  DPD non-emergency # is useful if you see people using alleys or other areas as restrooms.  Doug will share her contact information as needed.

Swift Steakhouse owner gave a presentation about her application for a liquor license.  She has owned it for 4 years.  They have applied for a liquor license as patrons have asked for it.  Restaurant hours would be 7am-8pm if they get the license.  Doug mentioned that there are a lot of liquor licenses in the area already and some residents do not like the effects.  She does not envision it becoming a bar, only drinks for patrons enjoying dinner or lunch and brunch on weekends.  The question was raised if the intention was to sell the restaurant as a bar. One resident stood up to say that she is a patron and supports the liquor license.  The resident mentioned that the neighborhood is important to the owner, and believes Swift Steakhouse offers a different choice for the neighborhood as it is family oriented.  Another resident mentioned that there is a low barrier for transferring liquor licenses if someone moves in.   The only way to object to a liquor license transfer at that point is to object to the character of the applicant.  He agreed that BHNA does not take a position on the license.  Another resident said we need a procedure for approving or denying licenses.  We do not yet have a policy but we do have a history.  Doug pointed out that H&R licenses are more friendly to the neighborhood.  

Al reminded that if BHNA does a letter, it only counts as one vote.   The owner did send a letter to both BHNA and West Wash Park notifying them of her application.   The hearing is 1:30pm on Thursday, July 15.  Doug will attend the meeting with our direction. Doug opened the floor.  Steve moved to table the issue,  which was seconded.  13 in favor.  0 opposed. 0 abstain.  Motion passed to table the discussion.

Steve contacted the executive director of the Underground Music Showcase (July 22-30) regarding what they’re doing about parking.  (300 bands in 30 venues.)  He found out that parking may be better this year than last as they will have police patrolling and are working with Security Service.  If there are any problems, please contact the box office. 

Al moved to adjourn, which was approved unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm.

Respectfully submitted by Ali Larson, BHNA Secretary. 

