 BHNA General Meeting Minutes 
February 9, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. with approximately 28 people in attendance.

The minutes from January 12, 2009 were read and approved.  Al Habercorn and Broadway Renovations noted two corrections.  Al Habercorn made the motion to approve as edited.  Bryan seconded and the minutes were approved as published.

Mark Farrandino & Pat Steadman
· Mark and Pat have been dealing with tax exemptions and credits in an attempt to cut the 2 billion shortfall with a $240 million increase in revenue.
· A new revenue forecast will be available in March, which may result in new budget cuts.

· Mark’s bill regarding sale of items used to make graffiti to minors did not make it out of committee, but he is continuing to address the issue.

· Mark’s performance based budgeting passed out of committee as of 2.9.10.

· Mark’s new bill, regarding phonebooks, states that you cannot deliver a phonebook unless an individual opts in.

· They are currently looking at an opt-out including a central number to opt out of phone book delivery.
· Fines from violations would go towards recycling costs.

· Senator Steadman, newly appointed from July 2009, replaced Senator Vega in the State Senate

· Senator Steadman is against the grocery tax, stating that he believes it is a regressive tax adversely impacting low-income populations

· Another focus includes criminal justice policies and helping those on parole integrate into society as an effort to curb recidivism.

· Ron Tarver asked about the possibility of cutting back on state employees in order to cut the budget shortfall
· Statistics show that the number of positions has not grown in recent years.

· The state is cutting back on the PERA match by 2.5%.

· Loretta noted that Colorado Springs has begun to cut some non-essential services such as street lights, firefighters and criminal justice spending and these may begin to become a viable option in Denver, and is an example of services that citizens go without when paying low taxes.
Police Report: 
· The police officers could not stay because they received a call.
· The police offer reported via Patty that nine vehicles have been stolen due to the fact that they left their vehicle running yet unattended.  They will begin ticketing for this reason

Committee Reports

Treasurer’s Report

· Treasurer Doug Pimple reported that as of January 31, 2009, the Association had $3,180.84 in the bank 
· Mailing list of the Baker Bark has been cut back to just subscribers and a number of complimentary copies.  This reduced the cost by approximately 50%, to approximately $260.  If anyone would like to subscribe email treasurer@bakerneighborhood.org
Inter-Neighborhood Cooperative

· INC had their annual dinner to meet with the City’s officials and engage in a conversation concerning zoning issues.
· INC is still working to get the City to make changes to the new zoning code.
Zoning Committee Confirmation

· BHNA experienced initial success in getting the City to address some issues of concern relating to the new zoning code.
· The Zoning Committee will be working on parking issues in the upcoming months, including an evaluation of the parking in the neighborhood.
· Ron Tarver noted that certain streets in neighborhood have varied in the parking use, meaning parking on one side or both and it may be fruitful to revisit this.

· The owner of the Irish Rover asked if the neighborhood association has approached the credit union concerning parking after business hours.

· Andrea noted that there might be enough interest in developing a “parking committee” to address these concerns.

· Al Habercorn stated that some neighborhoods have tackled this topic, but it becomes difficult due to liability issues.

· Noise also becomes problematic for residents bordering the parking lots on Broadway.

· Ron stated that it may behoove business owners to discuss parking with the Broadway Pedestrian District and have them approach the credit union.

· Steve noted that it may take an effort from multiple stakeholders including residents and business owners.

· Bill noted that the arrangement with Big Lots included sharing space with the Hornet and Sketch and has resulted in problems relating to insurance.  Shawn Workman of the Hornet may be a good individual to approach concerning this issue.  

· Andrea noted that a potential streetcar running north and south may be a potential solution to the problem.
Community Corner

· Bardo Coffee House – 238 S. Broadway (Chris Graves)
· The coffee shop is a cash register away from opening and plans to open at the end of the month from 6 am until midnight, seven days a week.

· The Coffee Shop will be hiring by the end of the month.

· Chris is also shooting a feature film. He needs extras for a new film a scene at the Mayan in the morning of 2.10.  
Additional Business & Announcements
· Steve Hurley was awarded a certificate of appreciation for his hard work and dedication on the zoning committee.

· Baker Bargains
· Neighborhood-wide garage sale scheduled for Saturday, June 12, 2010
· BHNA Elections

· Board elections will also be held in May.  

· BHNA is currently looking for individuals that are looking to become involved in the neighborhood association in a leadership role.

· Fairmont Elementary PTA

· Fairmont has recently formed a PTA and the organization is off to a great start.

· Ed stated that Fairmont is Baker’s school and is lacking neighborhood involvement, which is a key variable related to success.

· Donations are appreciated it.  

· A donation from BHNA will be discussed at the next board meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:27 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin Schumacher
BHNA Secretary
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