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Baker Historic Neighborhood Association

P.O. Box 9171

Denver, CO 80209

May 1, 2010

Shirley Amore, City Librarian
Denver Public Library
10 West 14th Avenue Parkway
Denver, CO 80204-2731

Dear Ms Amore,

The Baker Historic Neighborhood Association (BHNA) strongly objects to the decision of the Denver Public Library (DPL) to close the Byers Branch Library and then to sell the property as part of its efforts to balance its budget for the following reasons:

· There are over 20 facilities in DPL's branch library system.  The financial impact from the limited funds that would be realized in the current real estate market cannot be significant enough to justify its permanent removal from the system.  Two branch libraries are currently being renovated, the cost of which surely was justified in terms of the long-term benefits to be received.

· In the DPL's own survey conducted last year, 68 percent of over 1,500 respondents indicated that they would prefer a system-wide reduction in library hours over the closure of any branches in order to reduce expenses.

· The Byers Branch Library is a designated Denver Landmark whose stature is justified by its architectural and historical significance.  Disposing of it to provide only a small part of the solution to a short-term operational budget crisis is not the action of an agency responsible for serving the long-term needs of its constituency.

· The Byers Branch Library is located in a part of Denver that is clearly in the process of change.  Most of its residents are at socioeconomic levels that, without the library, would have difficulty in participating in these changes in positive ways.

At the general meeting of the BHNA on April 13, 2010, the members present voted unanimously that the BHNA Board of Directors should communicate its objection to you.

Sincerely,

Doug Pimple

Treasurer
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